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 WHAT IS
THE VIRTUAL CAMPUS FOR PUBLIC HEALTH?

MISSION

VISION

The Virtual Campus for Public Health (VCPH) is the learning platform of the Pan American 
Health Organization (PAHO). The goal of the Virtual Campus is to contribute to the development 
of skills and competencies of health workers, while supporting the transformation of public health 
services and practices in the Region of the Americas.

The Virtual Campus is a decentralized network of people, institutions and organizations that 
share courses and open educational resources about topics related to public health that are 
relevant to the countries of the Region, through the use of information and communication 
technologies.

VALUES
- Public good
- Networking
- Quality
- Permanent education

- Support development 
of local capacity-building

- Sustainability
- Convergence

To serve as the virtual platform of reference for human resources 
training in public health in the Americas.

To lead strategic collaborative efforts among Member States and 
other partners, to promote human resources for health training, 
for all people, in all places.

- Garantizan la calidad académica

- Responden a las temáticas de  capacitación en salud 
   pública requeridas por los Estados Miembro.

- Se enmarcan en la perspectiva histórica de la 
   Educación Permanente en salud

- Promueven una fuerte articulación entre la teoría y
   los problemas de los servicios de salud

PROPUESTAS
EDUCATIVAS DEL CVSP



WHAT 

All the courses are free for participants and respond to the strategic lines of action of 
PAHO’s technical cooperation.

The Virtual Campus issues course completion certificates to those who pass the 
corresponding evaluations.

SELF-LEARNING
COURSES

Courses are open access (and 
available to an unlimited number 
of participants).

Each participant can complete the 
course at his/her own pace and 
regulate his/her own schedule for 
dedication to the course.

Contents are updated every two 
years to ensure the relevance of
these courses.

In addition to virtual courses, 
in-person workshops are also 
offered, according to the needs of 
the countries.

TUTORED
COURSES

Courses offered to a group of selected 
participants, in accordance with 
technical cooperation strategies.

Regular follow-up by a tutor, who 
supports the participants in the 
development of specific health 
projects according to the needs of 
the countries.

Campus coordinators and tutors are 
experts in the course topics and come 
from various institutions in the Region 
of the Americas.

COURSES ARE OFFERED?

The OER Network is an initiative of PAHO, in collaboration with the BIREME/PAHO 
specialized center, the VCPH and the Virtual Health Library (VHL), which aims to create a 
network of open educational resources that allow for the production, publication, search, 
retrieval and use of learning resources throughout the Region of the Americas.

(OER)Open Educational Resources Network



WHO ARE  
THE VIRTUAL CAMPUS USERS?

The Virtual Campus users are from 225 countries and territories around the world. 
The majority of users are health system workers and health sciences students.

64%
Female

36%
Male

  
WORKPLACE INFORMATION

Of the 135,328 total surveyed users employed in the 
Region's health systems (2015–2018), 44% worked in 
hospitals, 40% in health centers, and 16% in the 
management and administration of health services.

44.1% 39.6% 16.3%

Hospitals

Health centers

Management and 
administration of 
health services

25-35 

años

42,94%

AGE

26-35 
years

42.9%
36-55 
years
23.3%

56-65 
years
13.1%

18-25 
years

19.4%
+65

years
1.3%

LANGUAGES
The Campus has courses in the four PAHO official 
languages (English, Spanish, Portuguese, and French).

Although the majority of the courses are in Spanish, in 
recent years, the Campus has increased the number of 
courses offered in English. This resulted in a considerable 
increase in the number of users from the English-speaking 
Caribbean, from 1,300 in 2014 to more than 3,500 as of 
July 2018. 

More than 60% of the users are between 26 and 55 
years old, comprising a significant portion of the 
health services workforce.

Doctorate

Master’s degree

Undergraduate studies

Technical

Other

7.6%

46.5%

5.7%

30%
2.4%

Post-graduate studies 7.7%

PERFIL DE LOS
USUARIOS DEL CAMPUS



“I hope that other health care providers would also access the course since it is beneficial for the 
community we serve on a daily basis.”
Course on Alcohol Use, Women´s Health and Pregnancy

“This was a very complete course, with a lot of valid and applicable information that will 
help us in our workplaces.”
Course on Tobacco and Public Health

“This course was a great experience. We learned a new way of thinking and
reflecting on our own practices. A special thank you to our tutor and
to my colleagues.”
Course on Tutorial Training for Residencies

“Well done, PAHO. By doing this course you have already started 
saving lives.”
Course on Suicide Prevention

“I work directly with health systems and services 
and this course has helped me understand 
some of the issues that will help me 
develop the Integrated Health 
Services Delivery Networks with 
greater clarity.”
Course on Universal 
Health

 

 

 

WHAT DO THE CAMPUS
USERS SAY ABOUT THE COURSES?



 

HOW DOES
THE VIRTUAL CAMPUS WORK?

The Virtual Campus:

- guarantees academic quality;

- responds to the public health training needs not covered by academic institutions 
  in the Region;

- promotes permanent education in health; and

- establishes the link between theory and real-life situations in health services. 

The Virtual Campus works closely with the different technical departments within PAHO, 

developing virtual courses and educational resources corresponding to the health and 

development mandates of the Organization. 

The Virtual Campus also works with PAHO country offices in the Region, and with institutions 

that provide training and education in public health, developing products according to the 

training needs of health workers of each country. 

The Virtual Campus responds to the priorities of the 
Strategy on Human Resources for Universal 

Access to Health and Universal Health Coverage, 
improving the availability, relevance, and 
competence of health personnel to achieve 
universal health and the goals of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.

OTRAS INICIATIVAS EDUCATIVAS Y DE GESTIÓN DE EDUCACIÓN



- guarantees academic quality;

- responds to the public health training needs not covered by academic institutions 
  in the Region;

- promotes permanent education in health; and

- establishes the link between theory and real-life situations in health services. 

HOW IS 
THE VIRTUAL CAMPUS ORGANIZED?

SUB-REGIONAL NODE

COUNTRY NODES

The Campus functions as a network, 
bringing together the following nodes:

REGIONAL NODE
This is the central node of the Campus, hosting the courses 
that are coordinated by the Units and Departments of PAHO 
headquarters office in Washington, DC, USA. 

This node manages and coordinates projects developed 
within the Caribbean, Central American, and South American 
sub-regions. 

Under the leadership of the PAHO country office and the 
national health authority, the country nodes manage courses 
and projects coordinated and administered by experts in each 
country. As of July 2018, 20 country nodes were in operation.

Country courses have grown exponentially throughout 
the years. In 2015, 54 Regional courses were offered to 
more than 4,000 participants. In 2018, more than 
28,000 participants completed courses offered through 
country nodes. 



REGISTRATE

www.campusvirtualsp.org/en
For assistance in the development and design of new courses, contact us at: 

cvsp@paho.org

campusvirtualsp @campusvirtualsp

All students and health workers of the Region can use the Campus. To do 
this, users need to open an account with the Virtual Campus, and then 
enroll in the available courses. 
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